Introduction
This chapter will explore potential alternatives to the dominant philosophy, policy and practice. In particular, it will offer a transformative model of adult literacy, locate the model in an underpinning philosophy and demonstrate how such a stance could inform practice. It will draw on empirical data from practice in order to justify the recognition accorded the model. The analysis will argue that a different value position to the dominant one could yield a different curriculum as well as a different approach to practice. This will be illustrated with transformative literacy, which derives its values from a libertarian, equality and justice base (as against an instrumentalist base). It will highlight what alternatives we might have in terms of policy and practice and how differently could the literacy curriculum and indeed pedagogy be constructed. Before engaging with this alternative, it is important to ask: why do we need to consider a different value position and, therefore, a different approach to literacy policy and practice? For us, the answer is simple and straightforward: the dominant value position and the attendant approach to practice have failed many marginalised people. It becomes essential for practitioners, therefore, to continue to search for alternatives.
There are a number of recent Basic Skills learner studies that have come from the National Research and Development Centre (NRDC) (for example Bynner and Parsons, 1997 , 2003 , 2005 Bynner et al., 2001; Barton et al., 2006 ; the Basic Skills Agency (BSA) Parsons and Bynner, 1998 , 2002 , 2005 Parsons, 2002; Bynner and Steedman, 1995; and the Scottish Executive, 2001 ). The 1958 and 1970 British birth cohort studies, known respectively as the National Child Development Study (NCDS) and the 1970 Cohort Study (BCS70), contain key information about the role of literacy and numeracy in adult lives. Members of this cohort have been surveyed in 1975, 1980, 1986, 1991, 1996 and 2000 . Some 11,000 of the original cohort are still involved. Bynner and Parsons make use of the data, including reanalysing it with regard to these individuals and tests of their levels of literacy and numeracy, to show how these affect their life course and life chances.
By tracing and exploring the participant's life back to birth, they are able to uncover their circumstances, history and experiences and uncover the contributing factors behind poor skills in adulthood and their consequences for life chances and adults functioning in society. Together with the exploration of literacy and numeracy, these studies
